46                                              Paracelsus
Arab and Galenic medicine, recommended the study of Hip-
pocrates, and developed a system of his own which influenced
the thinking of Paracelsus. His point of view was bio-physical,
in contrast to anatomical studies. Like Hippocrates, he empha-
sized the patient's constitution, was wary of schematic theories,
and trusted "the healing forces of nature" Treatment, he said,
must be given to the whole organism of the patient, not merely
to the diseased member; and he went as far as to say that pull-
ing a tooth does not cure the toothache. This view is known in
literature as "wholism."
Here was an idea which later was to prove fertile. It had
grown in the circle of Florentine and Ferrarese Platonists, nour-
ished in magic and cabbalistic ideas so different from the analyt-
ical and anatomical approach of Aristotelian Padua. Who would
produce revolutionary results first, those who studied the parts
or those who directly reached for the whole?
It took Theophrastus a long detour to find out, for his op-
position to organized studies led him away from all schools.
Goethe echoes him when he has the Devil, disguised as pro-
fessor, tell the student:
All dull and gray is theory,
But green is life's all-golden tree.8